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U.S. Says Czech Jet Fired on Copter

: By BILL KELLER EAST GERMANY In April 1984 the United States said

Spectal to The New York Times an Army helicopter from the same
WASHINGTON, Oct. 1 — The Penta- regiment had strayed into Czechoslo-
gon said today that a Czechoslovak valdafby accident, was fired on by tvg
gmummj;t he k;opte:i rffy?:g?rg\r::lex; Pragug evdiﬁo&tgg;ef;eplmuah;nddammadgen.tmt
reconnaissance mission along West I:tilr‘;ez;ms said that although th:hr:
Germany’s southeastern border last ha no unusual tension along
S.ThemP{hta x Robert B Nuremberg CZECHOSLOVAKIA arder. Warsaw p‘cl:afm%‘e:‘otzel“

gon spokesman, RO . ) rman airspace have rly

Sims, said the L-39 fighter plane fired o Foucht common, with 17 crossings by East
“approximately two to four rockets” WEST GERMANY Germﬂ;n or Czech pilots in the last six
without warning. None of the rockets months.
hit the aircraft, and the two crew mem- But Pentagon officials said there had
bers flew back to their base near Nu- been no other s| over West Ger-
jren&m without returning fire, he man territory in at least the past three
sal Munich years.
- +The U.S. Government has protested * Other Incidents Protested
this irresponsible act, which endan- AUSTRIA Mr. Si ::::: the

the lives of the U.S. crewmen,” Mies luser por ot recent shooting ﬂ-‘
‘Mr. Sims said. He said that the protest T | lustrated the “more ive’’ War-
‘was made Monday and that no re- saw Pact behavior ong the border
sponse had been received so far. with West Germany, which he said had

~" The Pentagon said the incident hap-
pened on a clear afternoon and was wit-
‘nessed by two separate groups of West

The New York Times/Oct. 2, 1988

The Defense Department said the
incident occurred near Finsterau.

also been evident in recent incidents
between American and Soviet ground
troops in East Germany.

-German civilians.

The United States has protested a|
series of incidents in East Germany, |

Intelligence Data Cited

One Pen official said the United |Czechoslovak Embassy here, said he
StETEY m%‘ﬁfelﬂ Te data, ap- |had no information from Prague on the
ong, lincident.

‘that the Czechoslovak pilot was aware
‘he was over West German territory
-when he fired and that the shooting was

pd mm

““deliberate.”

Vaclav Zluca, press secretary for the

“I can tell you that last year there
was a similar case and it was proved

The Pentagon
that the helicopter was over Czechoslo-

including the killing last March of a|
United States Army major. Defense |
Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger has
portrayed the incidents as adding up to
a pattern of deliberate confrontation.
said the attack on the
AH-1S Cobra helicopter occurred near

vak territory,” Mr. Zluca said.

the village of Finsterau, about a mile
_inside West German territory, as it was

flying a routine daily reconnaissance
mission from the Second Armored Cal-
vary Regiment stationed at Feucht out-
side Nuremberg.

Mr. Sims said it was ‘‘routine border
reconnaisance to see if there’s a
change of fortifications along the bor-
der, an increase of troop concentra- .
tions and so forth.”

He said the helicopter was attacked
by an L-39 fighter, a Czech-built, high-
performance training plane that is also
used for combat. The Army helicopter
was armed with 20-millimeter guns,
but did not fire back because, Mr. Sims
said, ‘‘this was a mismatch at best.”

Pentagon officials said they did not
_know how close the rockets came to the
helicopter.

Mr. Sims said that the helicopter sent
a radio message that it was under at-
tack, but that there was no military
alert. and no plan to change the border
patrol routine.
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